


Water Wise NOLA
Water Wise NOLA works in collaboration to advance Green Infrastructure by 
promoting awareness and opportunities through educational, experiential, 
community-driven design and DIY-based applications.

Representatives of Water Wise NOLA:

★ Dana Brown, Dana Brown and Associates: a local landscape architecture and 
planning firm

★ Hilairie Schackai: rainwater harvesting enthusiast, founder of Gentilly 
Rainwater Harvesting Program

★ Jeff Supak, Global Green USA: a national environmental nonprofit



Greater Tremé Consortium 

Greater Tremé Consortium, Inc. (GTC) is a private, non-profit 

community-based organization established in 1993 to increase 

affordable housing for low to moderate income families, support 

small business development, and create opportunities to highlight 

the indigenous culture of the Historic Tremé Neighborhood.



Water Wise TREMÉ
Water Wise NOLA and Greater Tremé Consortium are collaborators on Water 
Wise TREMÉ.  

Why TREMÉ?  

● Data from the Water Wise Survey showed that many people in Tremé are 
experiencing chronic flooding issues. 

● Greater Tremé Consortium reached out to Water Wise NOLA to find solutions for both 
FLOODING and NEIGHBORHOOD BEAUTIFICATION

● In Fall and Winter 2015/2016, Water Wise NOLA, Greater Tremé Consortium, Parkway 
Partners, Groundwork New Orleans and the Foundation for Louisiana’s Equity Caucus 
worked together to plant 30 trees, remove 200 sq ft of concrete, plant 4 rain gardens 
and installed one planter box.   



Flooding in Treme



What is Green Infrastructure? 
★ Green Infrastructure means reduced fooding, neighborhood beautification, less 

subsidence, healthier environment, and improved quality of life. 

★ Green Infrastructure is an approach to water management that uses natural systems to 
improve drainage, protect the urban environment and improve local water quality.

★ Green Infrastructure comes in many different forms:

● Rain Gardens
● Bioswales
● Rainwater harvesting (rain barrels 

and cisterns)
● Planter Boxes
● Permeable Pavement

● French Drains
● Green Roofs
● Green Streets
● Urban Trees 
● Land Conservation
● Community Gardens



The Urban Water Plan 
★ A vision for how New Orleans can “Live With Water”

★ City wide support from the Mayor and S&WB

★ Opening hidden canals, creating green space that intentionally holds and absorbs rain 
water, streets that manage stormwater more effectively, waterfront development, etc



The Urban Water Plan 
Learn more: www.livingwithwater.org



Storm Drain Cleaning



Concrete Removal



Tree Planting



Planter Box



Rain Gardens



Project Overview and Goals
The Water Wise Tremé Project is funded by the Greater New Orleans Foundation. 

The big-picture goal of the project is to install more green infrastructure in Tremé. 
But FIRST, we need to identify what types of green infrastructure will truly 
BENEFIT the community and how these green infrastructure systems will be 
maintained to continue to BENEFIT the community. 

Water Wise TREMÉ GOALS:

1) Form a green infrastructure committee that represents the Tremé 
community

2) Creation of green infrastructure plan and list of priority projects 
developed by the green infrastructure committee.



How will we work to achieve our goals: 
Forming the Tremé Green Infrastructure Committee
Water Wise TREMÉ will hold several events to raise awareness about green 
infrastructure while at the same time recruiting interested participants to be a part 
of the Tremé “Neighborhood Champions” Green Infrastructure team.  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

1) “Sip & Stroll” in Treme 
2) DIY Rain Barrel Build workshop
3) Water Wise Neighborhood Workshop “Intro to Green Infrastructure” 



How will we work to achieve our goals: 
Creating a Tremé Green Infrastructure Plan
Once interested participants are identified, we will work with the Treme Green 
Infrastructure committee to create the Treme Green Infrastructure Plan/Priority 
List. There will be three mandatory workshops that the committee will attend:

1) Water Wise Neighborhood Workshop “Intro to Green Infrastructure”
2) Green Infrastructure Tour (citywide) 
3) Green Infrastructure “Visioning Workshop” led by Dana Brown & Associates

 



What’s in it for you? You tell us!

Feel-good benefits:

★ Get to know your neighbors
★ Contribute to neighborhood 

improvements
★ Become an informed citizen and 

resource for your neighbors
★ Be a neighborhood changemaker
★ Be ahead of the curve re. changes to 

“living with water”
★ Become part of a city-wide initiative 

and a member of a committee in your 
neighborhood

Tangible benefits:

★ Improved understanding of: the 
urban water cycle, water quality, 
urban soils, native plants, residential 
and neighborhood scale green 
infrastructure planning, civic 
engagement, city government, small 
grant applications

★ Water Wise Champions “Resource 
Binder”

★ Water Wise Tremé T-shirt or apron! 
★ “Water Wise Neighborhood 

Champion” Certificate
★ $1000 green infrastructure seed 

money to be shared by Tremé 
champions!



What does it mean to be a 
Water Wise Neighborhood Champion? 

★ Completed all required activities:
○ Water Wise Neighborhood 

Workshop 
○ Green Infrastructure Tour 
○ Green Infrastructure “Visioning 

Workshop” 
★ Continued support of Water Wise NOLA 

○ Potential future funding 
opportunities

○ Technical assistance

★ Special invitations to Green 
Infrastructure happenings and 
events

★ You work collaboratively in your 
neighborhood to advance Green 
Infrastructure

★ You become a “citizen expert” on 
Green Infrastructure in New 
Orleans


